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north 


VIETNAM R E CONSTRUCT S THE RA1L _LINE 
— TOWARD 'SOUTH VIETNAM 


SuDolied with material and technical aid from Communist China, the 
North Vietnamese are making steady progress in 

line leading south to V i nh ^ h ® ^o^andThrough Laos -to South Vietnam 

time. The intention oi uib an nroximately 90 kilometers (km) 

only as far as the junction with route 12, approximately v 
below Vinh and 190 km from the 17th parallel. 

1. Rail Line to Vinh 

Prog ress of Reconstruction 

Until 1961 the North Vietnamese did little to rebuild the 150 -km 

IS inTtetd on rebuilding the lines in the northern 

rr7 a h n a d ^ lne.arl y 1961, 

rr, .“™r r ..i- - » rsr.™ - 

in place (see the photograph. Figure 2). performed by "thousands" 

Ca probably could be completed m May 1904. 

* This width insufficient to accommodate a standard -gauge rail line, 
roadway, and walkways on either side. 

s-e-c-r-e-t 
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k* Significance of R econstrurtinn 

the rail ifne" south of Rong, ^ re ° onBtru ctiag 

support to the insurgent, i n r , ' ! re \ at th ® present low level of 

cation. Rehabilitation of the line to Vinh Lid' an 7 militar Y justifi- 
in Laos, however will i„ r , Pao • nh and ex P ans ion of road capacities 

bilities in southern Indochina. ViTis'the^foTsT^ C * P *' 

movement of men and materiel to * , , J staging area for the 

Vietnam through Laos At the ^ SOUthern Laos and to South 

central and sonler^aof^T ’ ^ SUPpHeS destiaed for 

to Ham Rong and then by truck on Lute iTo * Vinh^A 7 71 7^ 

^ S — o P f a :» sr n d r rt — — 

Large shipments by’coastal J t ^ W * 1Ch are scarce in North Vietnam, 
coastal fleet and the limited & 6r are lndered b Y the small size of the 
vice to Vinh therefore^ wm? 1 * " ° f Ben Th ^ Rail «r- 

ing delivery time. Trucks LatZTn h Boreas- 

available for use in transLTttL l 7 § ^ ° f Vinh WiU be 

Although the present levef of trfff^ 11 ^ ^ r ° UtSS 7 ’ 8 ’ and 12 in to Laos, 
believed to befell below the estitltZ r ^ r ° adS " ^ U iS 

table. Moreover, the capacities of th ^ Capacities as shown in the 

additional construction and constant m'alnt en^c e^Wor7 ****** ^ 
underway on routes 7 and I ? Hu * Work is currently 

Jarres Id t o southed, ^ ^ ^ <*■ 


Estimated Capacities of Selected Roads in Laos a/ 

March 1964 ~ 


Route Number 

General Road Descrioti on 

Metric 

Drv Rpftsnn 

Tons per Dav 

7 

Limited all-weather road 

360 to 450 

Rainy Season 

50 to 90 

8 

Fair-weather road 

270 

Negl. 

12 

a. Estimates 

Limited all-weather road 

indicate sus+.n-in^s 

4-50 to 540 

90 


return of + T 1 capacity and allow for 

ST 

carrying ability but only as an order of magnitude. 
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2. Rail Line South of Vinh 

The North Vietnamese have not announced publicly their intention 
to reconstruct the 280 -km meter -gauge section of the rail Ime from 
Vinh to the 17th parallel, but some work has started on parts of this 
line. The East Germans recently stated, perhaps m violation of North 
Vietnamese security, that work had started below Vinh. Aerial pho- 
tography reveals that reconstruction work is in a preliminary s age, 
starting at a point approximately 20 km below Vinh and contmmng inter- 
mittently for a distance of about 40 km along a section where the line 
cuts inland away from the coast. The roadbed is being restored and 
some of the smaller bridges are being rebuilt, but no work has ye 
started on any of the large bridges that were destroyed during the 
French-Indochinese War (see the photograph, Figure 3) -- including 
the two large bridges directly southwest of Vinh over the Song Ca and 

the Song Giang. 

In contrast to the Ham Rong - Vinh section, the line from Vinh to 
the 17th parallel has at least nine major bridges that are out, ranging 
from 100 to 425 meters in length. It has taken the North Vietnamese 
more than 3 years to reconstruct the Ham Rong Bridge, and a comparable 
period of time would be required to rebuild a number of the larger bridges 
below Vinh. It is unlikely, therefore, that the line could be extended all 
the way to the 17th parallel much before 1967, even with a steppe -up 
construction effort. 

The North Vietnamese, however, may intend to rehabilitate the 
rail line only as far south as route 12 at the present time. The line now 
is under construction near the area where route 12 turns west towar 
the Laotian border, about 90 km south of Vinh, but no work has been 
observed below this area. In order to extend rail -freight service to 
route 12 without rebuilding the two large bridges directly southwest 
of Vinh, a rail ferry would be required. The total distance by erry 
from the port of Ben Thuy up the Song Giang to the southern section 
of the rail line is about 20 km. The water depth m this area is at leas 
2. 5 meters at low water, a depth sufficient for the use of rail ferries. 
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15 May 1964 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM : 

SUBJECT : 


Chief, Dissemination Control Branch, DD/CR 
Chief, Publications Staff, ORR 
Transmittal of Material 


It is requested that the attached copies of CIA/RR CB 64-29, 
North Vietnam Reconstructs the Rail Line Toward South Vietnam, 
April 1964, Secret/NO FOREIGN DISSEM, be transmitted as follows: 


State, INR Communications Center, 
Room 7818, State Dept. Bldg. 
Suggested distribution for Embassies 
in Hong Kong, Saigon, Vientiane, and 
Phnom Penh 



lira diM-winti^on le.jucsSjd by 

■His memorandum has been completed! 


BY: 
Date; 
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Copies #199 - #202 of CB 64-29 


Approved For Release 2002/02/12 : ClA^Fj! 



doslasslflratlon | 




